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The House being in. Committee of the Whole, and havin.ii' 

under consideration tlie annual message of tlie .Presic.lent — 

Mr. McLANAHAN obtained the floor, and said : 

Ps'Othing was I'urtlier from my intention than to addres-s 
either tlie House or the Committee of the Whole, at so early 
a day of its session. But I liave l,>een so much astonished and 
pained by the sentim.ents I have heard avowed upon this tloor, 
that I would do injustice to my own feelings, as well as to the 
expectations of the sterling constituency I have the honor in 
part to represent, were I to remain entirely silent. Sir, not 
miany days after the commencement of the session, an honor- 
able member from Georgia, (Mr. Toomi'.s,) under circumstances 
ofthe highest excitement ill this hall, emphatically asserted that 
the dark and portentous snbject of slavery lay at the bottom 
of all our dilTiculty in elTectingaii organization of the House; 
that sectional feelings, sectional prejudices were at work, and 
sectional lines were about to be drawn, which arrayed the 
North against the South. Let us for a moment revert to what 
has occurred, and see witli what semblance of justice a cliarge 
at once so sei'ious and so important was niade. A southern, 
candidate for the Speakership was nominated by the Demo- 
cratic party, and suppoi'ted by the uirited votes of that party 
North and vSoutli. A. northern candidate was nominated by 
t.he Federal party for the same oflice, and was supported by 
the united norf hern and soutliern votes of that party. I have 
nothing to say of the guerrilla troops that hung on the flanks 
of tiie great contending armies. But, sir, it is well known 
that the regular line of battle was di-awn up according to 
well establislid party tactics. Party organization was para- 
mount to all sectional feeling throughout the contest. Had 
sectional instead of party lines been drawn, how ddfcrent the 
result : foi' then it is and must be per.fectly evident to every 
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r>rie, l.liat the conjoint s'Otc IVom the North and West, irrcjs- 
])ectivc of party tics, could have elected tlie odicers, and or- 
ganized the committees of tins Houses within two liours after 
we Avere assembled together on the first day of the session. 
The Speaker occupies the cliair in Avhieh you now sit by a 
party vote, and was thus invested \v\th. autliorlty to a])point 
th(,' committees. With what skill, judgment, and justice he 
discliargcd that im])oi'tant duty, remains to be seen — the prog- 
nostic laudations oT the Union and the Penns't/lv</N.I(rii. to tlie 
contrary notwithstanding. It is true that the nominee of t.hc? 
Democratic j)arty for the olTiee of Clerk — a gentleman, by 
the way, Avho brought to the advocacy of the soutdiern 
of t!ic question of slaveiy n,n amount of enei'gy, and argu- 
ment, and eloquence, seldom equalled and never surpassed l)y 
the most gifted son of the South — it is t iTie he was dcfealed by 
the desertion of southern Democrats, w ho sa;w fit to elect a 
southern Whig. No one (Ir/i-c allege that this divisiori arose 
from sectional motives. It was a purely patriotic act. The 
vote cast a few days ago to lay upon t:he table the resolution 
of the honorable member from Ohio, (Mr, Root,) indicated 
anything else than tlie existence of sectional feelings on the 
question of tlie AVilmot proviso. Thus, it must be seen, that 
the accusation against the integrity and patriotism of those 
who represent the freemen of the Noi'th and the West was as 
unfounded as it w^as uncalled for and uiijust. 

Mr. Chairman, does not tlie histoi-y of the last Presidential 
campaign furnish grounds to imagine that scarcely two years 
ago some ten or twenty thousand of the cliivalrous yeomanry 
of the su!uiy South might have been seen eagerly pressing 
around one of their favorite ora.tors, as he proclaimed to them 
t;he glad tidings that a political saviour had been found to re- 
lieve the South from tlie thraldom of nort-hern fana:icism? — 
that the Constitution was safe, and the Union w^ould be pre- 
served ? — that lie gave tliem joy that that candidate w-as 
General I'aylor, a soutliern man witli southern feelings and 
southern principles? Elect liim and let Congress pass the 
Wilmot ])roviso in a territorial l)ill, he. will interpose his con- 
stitutional veto, and preserve the j-ights of tlie South. Let 
Congress pass a bill abolishing slavery in the Dist.rict of Co- 
lumbia, his constitutional veto w^ill protect you in your just 
rights. May we not suppose him as adopting the fa.voi'itc 
and familiar language so often inii-oduced in the resolutions 
of his political party at tlic South? — "The candidate whose 
claims I advocate is of us, is with us, is for us. Elect ^liim, 
preserve yourselves, your constitution, and your counti-y from, 
destruction/' And as Ids ''words that burned and thoua-hts 



tlial; 'breached" fell upoa the eni's oC liis too creduloLis {uidi- 
tors, one long', loud shout of' joy burst IVom then* lieai'ts. Tlic 
day came, their votes were cast, and General Tayh:)r Avas 
elected Pi'esidcnt of the United States. Tlie Hrst Congi'css 
under this now Administration had scarcely conN'cned ; parties 
were balloting f(()r a Speaker; the Presiden1;*s message liad 
not been senl;,,.„in, not an intimation of his policy had been 
given; tlie House unorganized, not in a condition to legislate 
on the subject of slaver}'', or on any otlier subject ; and a 
southern orator is seen rushing into the hall oi' national re- 
presentation — 

His cyfi, in a fitic plircnsy rolling, 
Doth glance from Heaven to earth, from earth to Heaven, 
And, as iuiiigination bodies forth the forms of things seen, 
His fancy turns them into shapes, ;uul gives 
To airy nothing a local hai)itrition and a name ; 
Such tricks hath strong imagination." 

Ah, sir, that same voice is heard Jicrc, in\ oking the spirit of 
discord to preside over your councils, until he has some assu- 
rance for southern rights on tlie subject of slavery, proclaiming 
disunion! and willing to dedicate himself, body and soul, to 
the accomplishment of this high and noble ])urpose. Do south- 
ern Federalists forget Truman Smith's Southern Life oi'Gene- 
cral Taylor? Do southern orators foj-gct tlieir solemn pledges 
to a confiding constituency? Do they foi'get that the redeemer 
of the South from northern thraldom wa s elected, has t aken an 
oath to support the Constitution, and even now sits at ilie otlier 
etul of the avenue, installed President of the United States, 
daily receiving aid and, comfort from tliat American Talfi/- 
rand, the far-seeing prime minister Chtyton ? Or have their 
i'ervent hopes "in this the winter of their discontent'' for po- 
litical salvation from that, quarter, faflen at last into sullen 
despair ? 

Mr. Chairman, it is not my design to enter irito an. ehiborate 
argument upon the various tln-illing and important ('luest ions 
involved in the present momentous issue before the country; 
it is simply to state here wliat 1 believe to l)C the seittiment.s 
of a v[ist majority of the people of Pennsylvania. Sir, tiiis 
war of the political elements may rage: the, tempest of civil 
discord may howl ai'ound a.nd williin the Ca))itol ; bat tlierc 
is no danger of the destruction of tlie 1'cpt.iblic. The memo- 
ral)le declaration that "the Union must and siiall 1)0 preserv- 
ed;" is as true now as when it whs uttered by the illustrious 
Jackson. 

The "old Keystone" of the fedei'al arcli is in tin.- rigiit ])lace, 
and the foundations of tliat ai'cli ai'c laid fii-mand deep in. iIh.-. 
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iifroct ioiis ol'ilie people. Tlie googiTiphical position orPenn- 
sylN iuiiii, — the irioral inlogrity and pi'overl)ial patriotism of her 
cit izens, give lier an influoncc botwceii opposing soiitliern and 
nortliei'ii exli'ernities tlint always has and always must be felt 
in promoting the g(Mioral Nveirarc. Slic is emphatically the 
oonservn,tivc State ol' tlie Union. Receiving lewer benefits 
I'l'om, and conferring more on the Conrederacy than any other 
State, lier sell-sacraficing motto lias ever been, "Union fortlie 
salve of the Union." 11' she regards the Wilmot proviso as one 
ol'the ]")()ritical humbugs oC tlie day, she looks upon Southern 
nullification as another and a more delestablc one. If she 
considers Noi'thern fanatacism as a chimera, she regards 
vSoLitlici'n fury as another and a greater one. Extremes are 
nlways dangerous; a,nd if ever the North and South meet, it 
must be ahjne tlierc A\'here is safety — in the moderation and 
])at i'iotism of a middle course. It need not be concealed, and 
it cruinot be denied that in Pennsylvania, Ave, Avith a unanim- 
ity une(jualled on any otlier subject, regard slavery as a na- 
lional curse and a national disgrace. Indeed, sir, this is the 
noble n.nd triumphant sentiment of the age in which we live. 
We sympathize in it with all our souls ; and in doing so we 
i'jut l^nep time in the progressive march of the mind, pi'essing 
onwai'd and upward to the attaiiuiicnt of the political and re- 
ligious freedom of every son of Adam. But we remember the 
Const itution of our country, and we would not forfeit our faith 
to the Union by altering or erasing one jot or tittle of that sa- 
cred compact. Wc would leave the question of slavery where 
t lie Constitution left it; — with the people of the States in which 
it exists. This was the solemn decision of the Congress of 
the United States as early as th.o year 1790, when the Society 
for the Al)()lition of Slaveiy in Pennsylvania petitioned for 
action on l,hc sub/iect. It was then resolved "that Congress 
liM.vci no autliority to interfere in the emancipation of slaves, 
or with the treatment of them in any of the States — it remain- 
ing with the several States alone to provide any regulations 
therein which liumanity rsnd true policy may require.'' 

As t.o th(^ absolute and unc|rialitied i-ight of Congress to le- 
aislafe on the subiect of slaverv in the Territories, we have 
not the slightest doubt. Tlie right is given ii\the clear terms 
of the Const;itution itself — so amply and so often interpreted 
and eonfii-med Ijy a scries of h?gisla.tive precedents, that it is a 
matter of astonishment tliat any jurist could ever liestitate on 
•1ie subject, or that even a N^irginia abstractionist could have 
I'aised a. quibble. I:>ut it does riot necessarily follow (liat, be> 
cause we possess the riglit, we ought therefore to exercise it. 
^\e may possess the right, and it nuiy be inexpedient, unneces- 
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sary — nay, even, unjust — to cxci'ci.sc it. To say the least ol' 
itj it is not now necessary or expedient, under existing eircuni" 
stances, to exercise our constitutional right, and legislale on 
the subject of sktvery in the teri'itory now l)elongifig to this 
Govern nient. Tlio question is seltJed in Texas : a,iu.l should it 
ever again raise its hydi'a head within that State, it must he 
in the adjustment of lier boundary lines, Avliich is clearly a 
matter for judicial investigation and decision. Calilbrnia has 
iVarned her Constitution, and excluded slavery; tliat seltles 
the question theve — and that California will ultimately l)ciul- 
mitted into this Union is a (bregone conclusion. By the local 
laws of Mexico, the Territory of New Mexico, whatever be 
her boundaries is free. Slavery must exist by positive hiAV, 
and therelbre cannot exist in New Mexico, until the will of 
the people al)rogates the law as it stood at the t ime oi' the 
cession of the Territory, under tlie IM'exicau t reai:y of peace. 
The principle is a plain one. If the Canadas were citJicr ce- 
ded by treaty or a,nnexed by an act of Congress, ihey would 
come into the Union as Free Soil. If, on the otiier hand, 
Cuba was eitlier ceded or annexed, she would come in as 
slave territory. In one case, it would require a positive law 
bv the State itself to create the institution of slavery; in the 
other, to inhibit or abolisli it. But should it ever become ne- 
cessary to settle this point;, the prop/cr ti"ibunal lor its adjudi- 
cation and decision is one to whicli the \vliole country would 
cheerfully appeoJ — I mean the Supreme Court uf the United 
States. 

These, Mrc Chairman, and fellow-reprc.'ientati vcs, are my 
views, and, in my humble judgment, the views of the people 
of Pennsylvania, brictiy, and, 1 trust, clearly, expressed on these 
grave and momentous questions. With us the preservation 
of the Union is a paramount consideration. We cling to it 
as tlie slieet-anchor of all our hopes. We venerate it as the. 
ark of the covenant of our national existence, and Vx'ithcred 
be the hand that sacrilegiously touches it. This great con- 
federation of sister States cannot y)eris}i ; it must not be. 
Having many members, the llej)ublic has but one body- This 
nation has but one heart, and every ]>ulsation of lli;i,t lu-art 
beats liigh and strong for the Union. Sir, cool, cunning^ de- 
liberate calculations have been made in this Capitol, as well 
as elsewhere, of tire value of this Union. 1 will not stop to 
point out the miseralde faihscy of such calculai ions. My i'eel- 
ina"s revolt at the mournful task. 

Judas Iscariot sold his l^ord and ^Master Ibi* thirty pieces of 
silver. Conscience-stung, he Hung back at the feet of those 
who liad bribed him the iiditterimz ti-ea.surc. and hanu'ed him- 
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self.. His, bloated and disembowelled body fell a disgusting 
.s|)ecta(5le to the eartli, and his guilty spirit went hissing to 
hell. That American citizen who could betray his country 
and barter away the Union for mere pecuniary considerations 
deserves no better fate. 

But, sir, I say agai n, this Union is safe. If the President of 
the United States and Congress assembled cannot preserve it, 
twenty millions of freemen can and will ; and wo bo unto 
iiiin who, eitlier North or i'iouth, raises the traitor cry of dis- 
union. An invisi])le but an electric chain of national sym- 
pathy bintls the people of this country indissolubly together in 
one common bond of brotherhood. It is their pride and their 
glory to be one. What, sir, dissolve this Union ! — a Union 
cemented by the hi^-hest and holiest associations of the past, 
the proud triumphs of the p!'esent, and the glorious prospects 
of the I'uture ! Never ! Dissolve this Union ! God of my 
country, forbid it ! 



